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In accordance with Applicant's duty of candor under 37 CFR §1 .56 and in compliance 
with 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, Applicant submits the present Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement. A copy of the listed references are included herewith. This Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement and the enclosures constitute a bona fide attempt to comply 
with 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

Applicant first became aware of some of the references cited in this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement through a European Search Report dated April 31, 2004, copy 
enclosed, which issued in a corresponding European application. The rest of the cited references 
were cited by the Examiner in an Office Action dated October 19, 2004, which issued in 
connection with corresponding United States patent application Serial No. 10/746,730. 

European Patent No. 556561 and German Patent Nos. 3629353 and 331 181 1 are not in 
the English language, therefore, attached thereto are English abstracts of each. 

The Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement transmitted herewith is being filed 
after a Notice of Allowance under § 1 .3 1 1 , but before the payment of the issue fee. Therefore, 
Applicant requests that this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement be placed in the file 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(i). 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97, the presentation of this information shall not be 
construed as a representation that no other material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56 
exists, or as an admission that the information cited in this statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 

Applicant believes that a fee is not required for this submission. If the 
Commissioner believes that a fee is required, the Commissioner is authorized to such fee to 
Deposit Account No. 20-1495. 
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